Consider the sun. Were it to say now, “I
am the sun of yesterday, it would speak
the truth. And should it, bearing the sequence of
time in mind, claim to be other than that sun, it
still would speak the truth. Inlike manner, if it be
said that all the days are but one and the same, it
is correctand true. And if it be said, with respect
to their particular names and designations, that
they differ, that again is true. For though they
are the same, yet one doth recognize in each
a separate designation, a specific attribute, a
particular character. Conceive accordingly the
distinction, variation, and unity characteristic
of the various Manifestations of holiness, that
thou mayest comprehend the allusions made
by the Creator of all names and attributes to
the mysteries of distinction and unity, and
discover the answer to thy question as to why
that everlasting Beauty should have, at sundry
times, called Himself by different names and

titles.... - Abdu’l-Bahi

The Bah4’i Faith

The Bah#’i Faith is the youngest of the world’s independent
religions. Its founder, Bahd'w'lldh (1817-1892), is regarded by
Bah#’is as the most recent in the line of Messengers of God
that stretches back beyond recorded time and that includes
Abraham, Moses, Buddha, Krishna, Zoroaster, Christ and
Muhammad.

The central theme of Bahdw'llah’s message is that humanity
is one single race and that the day has come for its unification
in one global society. God, Bah&u’ll4h said, has set in motion
historical forces that are breaking down traditional barriers of
race, class, creed, and nation and that will, in time, give birth
to a universal civilization. The principal challenge facing the
peoples of the earth is to accept the fact of their oneness and to
assist the processes of unification.

One of the purposes of the Bahd' Faith is to help make this
possible. A worldwide community of some five million Bah#’is,
representative of most of the nations, races and cultures on
earth, is working to give Bah4u'llah’s teachings practical effect.
Their experience will be a source of encouragement to all who
share their vision of humanity as one global family and the
earth as one homeland.

Principles of Bahd’i Belief

The Bah4'i Faith recognizes the unity of God and of His
Prophets, upholds the principle of an unfettered search after
truth, condemns all forms of superstition and prejudice, teaches
that the fundamental purpose of religion is to promote concord
and harmony, that it must go hand-in-hand with science, and
that it constitutes the sole and ultimate basis of a peaceful, an
ordered and progressive society.

It inculcates the principle of equal opportunity, rights and
privileges for both sexes, advocates compulsory education,
abolishes extremes of poverty and wealth, exalts work performed
in the spirit of service to the rank of worship, recommends
the adoption of an auxiliary international language, and
provides the necessary agencies for the establishment
and safeguarding of a permanent and universal peace.

For more information on the principles of Bahd’i
belief please visit:

www.BahaiPrinciples.org

PRINCIPLES
OF THE

BAHAT FAITH
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The Common Foundation
of All Religions

By the Power of the Holy Spirit alone is man

able to progress, for the power of man is limited
and the Divine Power is boundless. - Bahd'w'llih

Religion should unite all hearts and cause
wars and disputes to vanish from the face
of the earth, give birth to spirituality, and bring
life and light to each heart. If religion becomes
a cause of dislike, hatred and division, it were
better to be without it, and to withdraw from

such a religion would be a truly religious act.

- ‘Abduw’[-Bahi




\ >< 7 e have already . . . assigned two stations unto

cach of the Luminaries arising from the
Daysprings of eternal holiness. One of these stations, the
station of essential unity, We have already explained. “No
distinction do We make between any of them.” The other
is the station of distinction, and pertaineth to the world
of creation and to the limitations thereof. In this respect,
each Manifestation of God hath a distinct individuality,
adefinitely prescribed mission, a predestined Revelation,
and specially designated limitations. Each one of them is
known by a different name, is characterized by a special
attribute, fulfils a definite Mission, and is entrusted
with a particular Revelation. Even as He saith: “Some
of the Apostles We have caused to excel the others. To
some God hath spoken, /
some He hath raised and
exalted. And to Jesus,
Son of Mary, We gave
manifest signs, and We
strengthened Him with
the Holy Spirit”

It is because of this
difference in their station
and mission that the words and utterances flowing from
these Well-springs of divine knowledge appear to diverge
and differ. Otherwise, in the eyes of them that are initiated
into the mysteries of divine wisdom, all their utterances
are in reality but the expressions of one Truth. As most
of the people have failed to appreciate those stations to
which We have referred, they therefore feel perplexed
and dismayed at the varying utterances pronounced by
Manifestations that are essentially one and the same.

It hath ever been evident that all these divergences of
utterance are attributable to differences of station. Thus,
viewed from the standpoint of their oneness and sublime
detachment, the attributes of Godhead, Divinity,
Supreme Singleness, and Inmost Essence, have been and
are applicable to those Essences of being, inasmuch as
they all abide on the throne of divine Revelation, and
are established upon the seat of divine Concealment.
Through their appearance the Revelation of God is made
manifest. . .

The Prophets of God have not all graduated in the schools of learned philosophy; indeed they were
often men of humble birth, to all appearance ignorant, unknown men of no importance in the eyes of
the world; sometimes even lacking the knowledge of reading and writing.

That which raised these great ones above men, and by which they were able to become Teachers
of the truth, was the power of the Holy Spirit. Their influence on humanity, by virtue of this mighty

inspiration, was great and penetrating.

Religious strife, throughout history, has been
the cause of innumerable wars and conflicts, a
major blight to progress, and is increasingly abhorrent
to the people of all faiths and no faith. Followers
of all religions must be willing to face the basic
questions which this strife raises, and to arrive at clear
answers. How are the
differences between
them to be resolved,
both in theory and
in  practice?  The
challenge facing the
religious leaders
of mankind is to
contemplate,  with
hearts filled with the
spirit of compassion
and a desire for truth,
theplightofhumanity,
and to ask themselves
whether they cannot, i
in humility before their Almighty Creator, submerge
their theological differences in a great spirit of mutual
forbearance that will enable them to work together
for the advancement of human understanding and
peace. - The Universal House of Justice

he influence of the wisest philosophers,

without this Spirit Divine, has been
comparatively unimportant, however extensive
their learning and deep their scholarship.

The unusual intellects, for instance, of Plato,
Aristotle, Pliny and Socrates, have not influenced
men so greatly that they have been anxious to
sacrifice their lives for their teachings; whilst some
of those simple men so moved humanity that
thousands of men have become willing martyrs to
uphold their words; for these words were inspired
by the Divine Spirit of God! The prophets of Judah
and Israel, Elijah, Jeremiah, Isaiah and Ezekiel,
were humble men, as were also the apostles of Jesus
Christ.

Peter, the chief of the apostles, used to divide the
proceeds of his fishing into seven parts, and when,
having taken one part for each day’s use, he arrived
at the seventh portion, he knew it was the Sabbath
day. Consider this! and then think of his future
position; to what glory he attained because the
Holy Spirit wrought great works through him.

We understand that the Holy Spirit is the
energizing factor in the life of man. Whosoever
receives this power is able to influence all with
whom he comes into contact. - 4bdu’l-Bahi

O SON OF MAN!

Veiled in My immemorial being and in the ancient eternity of My essence, I knew My love for
thee; therefore I created thee, have engraved on thee Mine image and revealed to thee My beauty.

- Bahd’v’llah




